

CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: ' 

1 . A sheet sorting apparatus for adhering a marker to a pr^etermined sheet 
being output by an image processing apparatus, comprismg: 

a tape feeder for pulling out a tape having a pressure sensitive adhesive on 
one side edge; 

• ( a cutter for making the marker by cu;tfing the end of the tape; 
15 a guide for positioning the marker to a predetermined position on the 

sheet; and 

a marker and sheet feed^ for feeding the marker and sheet in a partially 
overlapping position, 

yyherein thejnarker i^ adhered to the sheet by a predetermined pressure force 
20 as they pass through ine marker and sheet feeder. 

2. The sheet sorting apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein said marker is 
^a dhered t o the4epvvCTkSidejo.f_the_sheet. 

5 3. The sheet sorting apparatus according to claim 1 or 2, further comprising: 

a character mark printer for applying a predetermined color pattern or 
character to the marker; and 

a printer controller for determining the character or pattern to print on the 
marker, so that the same character or pattern is printed on eac^^^ai^er in a group 
Q!(_^^,-K) o:^sh^^^ 
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^ ^' sheet sorting apparatus acc^raing to claim 1, 3r«^^ wherein the 

^^i^^^'^/adhering position of the marker on^^ sheet may be changed. 



5. The sheet sorting apparatus according to claim 1 ;-?iip ilj pr^_fiirthrr 
comprising a marker detector in a forward position of the sheet sorting apparatus. 

10 

0^;^_^^,yy^'^'^^^^ ^" sheet sorting apparSlus according to claim 1 , '\, A, nr ft, further 

f-~M comprismg a 
of the t 




d detector on the path of the tape for signaling the exchange 



15 7. The sheet sorting apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising a 

single motor for driving the tape feeder, the cutter, the guide and the marker and 

sheet feeder. ■ 

/ 

t , 

i . 
/ . 

8. The sheet s'orting apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the tape feeder, 
20 the cutter, the guide and the marker and sheet feeder are driven by an external 
motor. 



9. The sheet sorting apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the character 
mark printer is an Inkjet printer for applying the predetermined color pattern to the 
25 marker. 
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10. The sheet sorting apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the character 
mark printer is a stamper for applying the predetermined character to the marker. 

11. A sheet sorting apparatus for adhering.a marker to a jH^determined sheet 
discharged from an image processing apparatus, compci^ng: 

a tape feeder for pulling out a tape having ^:^ressure sensitive adhesive on 
one side edge; 

a guide for positioning the marker^tb a predetermined position on the 
sheet; and 

a marker and sheet feeder/br feeding the marker and sheet in a partially 
overlapping positioning, 

wherein the marker is^dhered to the sheet by^a predetermined pressure force 
as they pass through Jme marker and sheet feeder. 

12. An image processing apparatus comprising a sheet sorting apparatus for 
adhering a marker to a predeteirnined sheet discharged from the image processing 
apparatus, comprising :\ 

a tape feeder for^ulling out a tape having a pressure sensitive adhesive on 
one side edge; 

a guide for positiori^ng the marker to a predetermined position on the 
sheet; and 

a marker and sheet feeder for feeding the marker and sheet in a partially 
overlapping position, 

wherein the marker is adhe.^ed to the.sheet by a predetermined pressure 
force as they pass through the markenand sheet feeder. 
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5 ' 13. The image processing apparatus according, to claim 12, further comprising 
CX^^y' a tray for receiving^sheets being output by the image processmg apparatus, 
wherein at least one side of the tray is lower than the middle part of the tray. 



^0 
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